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Theatre Presentations Started! 

By Oliver 
 
In the last month, the girls group started with performing 
their theatre project in several places, like Nabisunsa Girls 
School, Nsambya Secondary School or in Nsambya Cen-
tral and many other palces.  
On October 9, Uganda celebrated its 49th year of inde-
pendence (Uganda National Independence Day) and the 
Rainbow Brassband and the Girls group were invited to 
Nabisunsa Girls School for celebrations. Everything 
started with a march around the school, which was unfor-
tunately disturbed by unexpected rain. Luckily nobody 
really cared and the girls were dancing and singing to the 
music in pouring rain. Afterwards other activities like 
handing in and swearing in of the school prefects and the 
theatre presentation of the Rainbow girls started.  
At the beginning the girls were performing a traditional 
dance in beautiful costumes. Then some girls came onto 
the stage in black clothes, shouting to the audience: “I’m 
a child, I’m a precious child. But the big question is, do 
you treat me like one? Do you?” The same sentences 
were repeated in different languages like Luganda or 
Kinyarwanda.  
Grace, the main character of the theatre, appeared on 
stage, carrying a big and heavy water canister on her 
head. The girls surrounded her, helped her with the big 
water can.  
Next three girls with military caps, representing child 
soldiers and three others with dolls, representing child 
mothers told their stories.  
Afterwards some situations, where a child is mistreated 
by their parents at home, where played. Kirabo Peggy in 
the role of the mother, Kutosi Junior as the father and 
Shanita playing the child Grace, gave very authentic ex-
amples of what is happening in lots of familys everyday 
in Uganda. Once the father comes home drunk and urges 
his daughter to dance for her, another time the mothers 
hits her daughter, because she didn’t bring enough water 
from the well or washes the clothes too slowly. And these 
are just some examples. 
After every presentation Garson starts a discussion with 
the audience about what they saw, who is the most re-
sponsible person for what happened and how to avoid 
child abuse.  
On every performance, people where very interested and 
took part in the discussions.  
To sum up, people were touched by the impressive pres-
entations, so that they will, at least, think about it after-
wards and might (hopefully) change theirs behaviours 
concerning this topic.  

�

Top: Girls group dancing 
 

Bottom: The mother and the child during the theatre action 

Top: The audience in Nsambya Central 
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 Introduction of new Rainbow volunteer Lena 

By Lena 
 
Musiibye mutyanno Bassebo ne Bannyabo? 
 
Errinya lyange nze Lena. Nva Vallendar (kumpi 
Coblenz) mu Germany. Kati mbeera Nsambya mu 
Kampala, Uganda. Ndi Nakyewa ne nkola mu Rainbow 
House of Hope.  
 
My name is Lena. I come from Vallendar (near Coblenz) 
in Germany. Now I’m living in Nsambya in Kampala, 
Uganda. I’m a volunteer and I’m working in Rainbow 
House of Hope.  
 
Now it’s around two months ago, that I arrived in Uganda 
and it’s still hard for me to put all my impressions and ex-
periences in words. No day is like another and everything is 
completely new for me… but let me start from the begin-
ning.  
Two and a half years ago, I invited Michael to have a presen-
tation in my school, during his trip to Germany. There I got 
to know about Rainbow, Uganda and volunteer services all 
around the world.  
For a long time, I am fascinated of Africa and all the differ-
ent cultures. For this reason, I applied for a volunteer service 
(“weltwärts”) in Uganda, after finishing school with my  
Abitur (similar to A-Level) early in this year.  
EIRENE is an International Christian Peace Organization 
which sends volunteers to South America, other European 
countries and Africa for more than 40 years.  
When I got the information that I am accepted for Rainbow, I 
was very happy and I wished I could start immediately. But 
unfortunately we (the EIRENE volunteers for Uganda) had 
to wait some more months, filled with preparation courses, 
vaccinations and appliances for Ugandan Visa.  

In the end of August, we finally sat in the airplane. Sad on 
the one hand, because of saying goodbye to friends and 
family for more than one year, but also very excited one 
the other hand, of all the experiences and new people that 
are waiting for us.  
While we had a stopover in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, I saw 
the beautiful landscape with small round huts between 
thousands of little green fields from above and I couldn’t 
believe that I really should be in Africa. It all seemed so 
unrealistic, like a dream. The same feeling didn’t stop 
when we arrived in Kampala. Suddenly, I could see all the 
things people told me about Uganda with my own eyes, 
lots of people on the streets, carrying things on their heads, 
the disorganized traffic in town, the environment which is 
completely different to Germany… 
On my first trip through town with some other volunteers, 
guided by a Ugandan, I was completely overwhelmed. To 
describe the feelings when you are the first time in Kam-
pala, is absolutely impossible. Thousands of impressions 
in my head, I really don’t know where to turn my eyes 
first, while I’m trying not to loose the others, not to be 
knocked over by a matatu or bodaboda and not to fall into 
the next whole in the ground. How can I ever get along 
alone in this huge town? 
After some day’s orientation, we finally started to our pro-
jects. In Rainbow, I had a very warm welcome by the Girls 
group, who where rehearsing for the theatre project.  
Everybody wanted to take my hand, to ask for my name 
and thousand other questions. Thank you very much. 
The following two weeks, I got the chance getting to know 
and used to everything here, before I had to leave again for 
a four-week Luganda language course.  
In the National Football Stadium (Nelson Mandela Sta-
dium/ Namboole) I learnt the basics of Luganda, like  
greetings, ordering for food or bargaining for a bodaboda. 

During this time all the volun-
teers stayed in host families, to 
get to know Ugandan culture, 
family life and of course cook-
ing posho, beans and matooke. 
Now I’m back and looking 
forward to the next twelve 
months working and living in 
Rainbow!  
 
Siiba Bulungi!  
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My name is Johanna Langhammer and I come from Ger-
many. I stayed in the RHU for about 3 weeks with my dad. 
In this time, I got lots of new impressions and gained many 
interesting experiences.  
One of these new experiences was my time in “Disney 
Kindergarten”, where Lydia, the wife of Micheal is work-
ing. I spent a couple of days in the “playgroup class”. 
At the first day, I already felt that the kindergarten here is 
so much different from German kindergartens: All the 
children gathered with rhythmical music in the play-
ground, raised the Uganda flag and sang the national an-
them. Then they sang a couple of songs together with their 
teachers and they accompanied the songs with movements.  
In the classroom the children have to be much disciplined. 
One of the rules is: Put your hands up if you wish to speak! 
The children start to write and to read in the playgroup 
class from 2 years onwards. One day the children of this 
class learned the letter d. They spoke the letter sound d and 
sang together. Then they found “friends” of the letter 
sound d - for example: doll, dress, duck…….! After learn-
ing they had breakfast. At this time the children had to be 
quiet. Then they had a short break. In this break the chil-
dren played in the sandbox or with balls or tricycles. After 
this, the children danced in lines or in pairs with CD mu-
sic. Subsequently they ate lunch and then the children laid 
down for sleeping. It was about one o’clock, when I left 

the kindergarten every day.  
I observed that in the beginning the children were very shy 
to me, but in the course of time they got more confiding, 
especially the older ones. During the break, I played with 
the children or I helped them in what they want to do.  
Most different to a German kindergarten is, that children in 
Germany just play in the kindergarten. Normally they go 
to school with the age of 6 or 7 years and they don’t start 
to write and to read before. In the kindergarten the children 
play with dolls, build caves or castles. They also make 
something with wood or bake bread for breakfast. About 
12 o`clock most of them leave the kindergarten. Another 
difference between the German and Ugandan kindergarten 
is, that the parents don’t have to pay money, unless it 
would be a private kindergarten. 
Finally, it was a nice experience how the kindergarten in 
Uganda is working and I really enjoyed it very much. But I 
think most of the children, especially the two or three 
years old children, are too young for learning how to read 
or to write in such an early age. 
Lastly, I want to thank the headmistress of the kindergar-
ten, Lydia, teacher Dora and teacher Kristine from the 
“playgroup class” that they invited me to visit their kinder-
garten and allowed me to join their lessons. I have had a 
really wonderful time in your class! 

My name is Babu Satari,  
I study in Seeta boarding primary school. I am 11 years 
old. My favourite subject is maths. I am in P.6 and like 
football very much. We are eight children in our family 
and I would like to wish my elder brother Babu Sayid a 
success in his forthcoming exams for primary leaving ex-
amination.  
 
I would like to thank my sponsor Jones Rachel so much 
for everything she has done for me and my brother Babu. 
And I also thank Rainbow and the member staff like Mr. 
Mwase for the support and care they are giving me. I send 
my greetings to Aramas family.  
 
Me at school, I am ok and I am doing well in my studies.  
Now, I look forward to be promoted to P.7 next year and 
my future plan is to become a pilot.  

Education: Experiences of Johanna in the Ugandan kindergarten 

Introduction: Babu Satari 
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Language Course, Lesson 17: Theatre 

English Deutsch Luganda 

theatre Theater emizanyo 

stage Buehne webazanyira 

costume Kostuem ebyambaro byo kuzinyisa 

audience Publikum abantu abalaba 

applause Applaus obulungi bwekintu 

stage fever Lampenfieber omusuja gwo gugenda webazanyira 

performance Auftritt okulaga 

dance Tanz okuzina 

mask Maske ekyambalo ekitisa 

curtain Vorhang olutimbe 

actor Darsteller alaga emizanyo 


